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{L‘Lxe Detector leen to TeIhnO' Lies ™ R

WE Y e LD L

Tothe‘édxtor pmes el mERhRY
.1 arn moved bythe plight of John C
FTillscn; who may lose his job at.the
Pentagon because some. sensitive-in.
formation “was :leaked -to - the: press
(nm story April 26). Mr: Tillson says
he was not the source of the lwk. and

‘several sénjor peoplé whoare ina posi- "

nontoknowthetmth agreewithhim. - .When.-pathological -, liars . .breeze

=" Wiy then is he in-trouble? Largely thruugh astnng ol ua vm.hout tum-,
beeatseofapolympht&st andthat's ing ahair. «.s oz 8
whatthisletterisabout. .72 2" o Because it is.so Grreliatie andb&

/. :tivity, ave altered by many- stresses
- other than guilt over telling lies: fear,
:; anger, embarrassment or_even: :guilt
-:about some event tetally unrelaxed to
-whatis in the questioner’s mind. - Gypan
_%.-That’s where the false posxuve tests
-come from. False negative tests occur]

»respiratory frequency, skin: conduc-

;. cause a false positive test can. blast a

- The polygraph is often erronewsly
~careeroralife, I believethe use of the'

;ealled a-lie-detector.. The reason it
‘shouldn’t be called that is that no one - polygraph for this purpose 'should be
-knows for sure what its reliability is in . ;;; madeillegal. As a first step, I suggest
-detecting lies, and. there-is no way to *- ; that The Times stop calling it a lie de-
find out, especzally Win-a ‘particular’ - tector, bewusetodosogwatbepoly-

‘:mse e e e an m e gtaph\mdesenedlegmmacy.

== The pbysxo)ogxm] variables thanhe -ROBERTE.NYE JR. MD.
) polygraphrewrds suchas pulsarate. . : NOMCh Vt,,Apnl27 1982
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